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Avoid confusion with similar species - Radiated Tortoise

Indian Star Tortoise/ �� ���� ��� ������ 
(Geochelone elegans)A

Ground colour of the shell is light cream to dark yellowish 
brown with black wedge shaped fields on each section - 
which makes its star pattern / ������ ����� ������ ��� ��� 
�
 ��� 
	���� �	���� ���� � ��
� 
������ ���� ������ 
���� ���� �����
 ������� �� ���� ��­ �� ����� �
���.



Indian Roofed Turtle / �� ���� ��� ����
(Pangshura Tecta)B

Note: 
Males are generally brighter in color than females and have long, thick tails with the vent beyond 
the carapacial rim.
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Head is black/ ������ ��� ���� ����
 

Orange to red crescent shaped blotch on each 
side of temple. It may form a V-mark.
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Neck is black with numerous 
yellow stripes
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Limbs are olive to gray in colour, with yellow spots 
and border
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Black Spotted Pond Turtle/  �
� ���
� 	�� ����
(Geoclemys hamiltonii)C

Neck is greyish and has white spots.
The skin at the back of the forehead
is divided into shields. ��� ����� ���� 
���� 	����
 ��	�
  �����.

Head is large and snout is short. Round yellow 
spots, largest on the head.
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Limbs are black or dark brown in colour, 
with yellow-white spots
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Shell is mostly black in colour with yellowish streaks and wedge shaped marks
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Indian Tent Turtle/ �� ���� �
� ���� 
(Pangshura tentoria)D

Pinkish-red ring/ band on the seams of their shell
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One or two red to brownish 
spot/dots behind their eyes. It is 
more circular in shape (not to be 
confused with the Indian Roofed 
Turtle that has a crescent shaped 
red mark in the same place)
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Olive or brownish head
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Shell has amber or hazel stripes in 
the first three vertebras / ������ 
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Shell is brown
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Crowned River Turtle/ ���� ���� ����
(Hardella thurjii)E

Four yellowish-organge stripes on 
each side of the head / ������ ���� 
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Shell is dark brown / ������ ��� ��� �	���� ���� 

Plastron is yellow with large black 
patch on each section
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Yellowish-orange band
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Grey-black vertebral line
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